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Negeri Sembilan assembly speaker appointed 
SEREMBAN: Negeri Sembilan Parti Amanah 
Negara chairman Datuk M.K. Ibrahim Abd 
Rahman was appointed as the state assembly 
speaker yesterday. 

Ibrahim, 67, was unanimously elected by 
members of the state assembly after his name was 
proposed by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri 
Aminuddin Harun and seconded by Pertang 

assemblyman Datuk Seri Jalaluddin Alias. 
State Assembly secretary Mohd Amin Ludin 

announced during the first session of the 15th 
State Legislative Assembly that there were two 
names proposed for the speaker post, but one of 
them was rejected for not meeting the criteria as 
outlined in Regulation 2, Article 7(1) of the  
State Constitution. 

During the sitting, 34 assemblymen took their 
oath of office, led by Aminuddin and followed by 
10 members of the state executive council. 

Ibrahim said Rantau assemblyman Datuk Seri 
Mohamad Hasan and Chennah assemblyman 
Anthony Loke were absent from the session due 
to official matters. The state assembly sitting was 
then adjourned. – Bernama

BENTONG: A message from the former 
Pelangai assemblyman, the late Datuk Seri 
Johari Harun, serves as a source of motivation 
for Barisan Nasional (BN) candidate Datuk 
Amizar Abu Adam to serve the constituents 
here. 

Amizar said whenever they met, Johari often 
reminded him to get to know people well. 

“‘Zar, it is important for you to get to know the 
people of Pelangai and for them to know who 
you are. You must truly understand Pelangai.’ 
When I recall these words, I feel like I have a 
responsibility to continue his struggle and serve 
the people. 

“Those words also serve as a source of 
strength and motivation for me to continue 
upholding BN’s long-standing history in 
Pelangai. I will fight relentlessly to ensure 
Pelangai remains in BN’s hands and continue 
Johari’s legacy,” he said. 

Amizar, 50, who is also a Bentong Umno 
committee member, said he did not expect the 
words spoken by Johari to serve as a 
motivational message for him to ensure that BN 
retains the Pelangai seat in the Oct 7 by-election. 

Johari, 53, the Pelangai seat incumbent, was 
killed in a plane crash in Shah Alam, Selangor on 
Aug 17. 

Amizar shared that he had a close 
relationship with Johari and they frequently 
met, with their last meeting about three or four 
weeks before the plane crash tragedy. 

“Every time we met, he would talk about 
Pelangai. He loved his constituency and was 
determined to make Pelangai a great place to 
live. He had many plans. 

“In all the plans, he discussed, shared and 
sought my opinion for any improvements. So, 
indirectly, I am quite familiar with the blueprint 
that he left behind and now is the time and 

opportunity for me to continue and realise it for 
the sake of Pelangai.” 

Among Johari’s plans was to ensure the 
realisation of the Lingkaran Tengah Utama 
Expressway route from Karak to Simpang 
Pelangai, which could have great economic 
spillover effects for the constituency. 

Amizar also revealed that he and Johari were 
both mentored by former Pahang menteri besar 
Tan Sri Adnan Yaakob. 

“Both of us were mentored by Long Nan 
(Adnan), who once held the Pelangai state seat. 
So, our tune is quite similar and we have the 
same ideology and working method.  

“I am confident it will help me continue 
Johari’s service in Pelangai seamlessly,” he said. 

The Pelangai state by-election is a three-
cornered fight between Amizar, Kasim Samat of 
Perikatan Nasional and independent candidate 
Haslihelmy DM Zulhasli. – Bernama

Rare earth 
project generates 
RM16 million
IPOH: A pilot non-radioactive rare 
earth element mining project 
covering an area of 78ha in Mukim 
Kenering, Hulu Perak, has generated 
almost RM16 million in royalty for 
the Perak government, the state 
assembly was told yesterday. 

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri 
Saarani Mohamad said the revenue 
was from the export of rare earth 
carbonate to China until last July. 

“This pilot project also proves 
that this rare earth is  
non-radioactive and its extraction 
through ‘in situ reaching’ is the best 
method and does not pollute the 
environment. 

“As such, the state government 
intends to continue with mining in 
the area covering 2,160ha that has 
obtained the Environmental Impact 
Assessment approval,” he said at the 
state assembly sitting yesterday. 

He was responding to a question 
from Mohamad Fakhrudin Abdul 
Aziz (PN-Kamunting) on whether 
the state government was planning 
to open a new rare element mining 
area in Perak. – Bernama

KUALA LUMPUR: The government 
is planning to revise the Statistics 
Act 1965 in the Dewan Rakyat in July 
2024 to increase the Statistics 
Department’s role in strengthening 
the country’s statistical landscape. 

Chief statistician Datuk Seri Dr 
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said the 
department continues to make 
strides in producing important 
statistics as the landscape of 
globalisation, the world economy, 
social well-being and the 
environment evolve. 

“The strengthening of the 
National Statistical System is an 

initiative led by the department and 
has been mandated by the 
government to strengthen the 
capabilities of the National 
Statistical System (NSS). 

“This initiative represents a shift 
towards encouraging innovation 
and improving the standard of 
decision-making for the existing 
NSS,” he said in his keynote speech 
at the launch of the 10th Malaysian 
Statistics Conference yesterday. 

Speaking on the history of 
Malaysian statistics, Mohd Uzir said 
the compilation of gross domestic 
product (GDP) began in 1961 when 

Statistics Act to be 
revised next year
oMove to facilitate compilation of data  
as world economy, social well-being and 
environment evolve

Teh said the key thing is to pick out 
universities with a stupendous track record for 
being industry relevant and thus producing 
employable graduates. 

“Some overseas universities 
are known for their innovative 
teaching methods, which may 
include experiential learning, 
research-based coursework and 
cutting-edge technology, which may not be 
available in Malaysia. 

“They invest heavily in these areas to 
provide students with access to advanced 
research facilities and opportunities to work 
on groundbreaking projects, which we may 
not have in Malaysia.” 

He said the Higher Education Ministry 
and the education sector should introduce 
comparable teaching methods and initiatives 
to make the Malaysian education system 
more competitive and appealing to attract a 
higher number of students to study locally. 

He suggested that the education system 
focus more on problem-based learning and 
providing assignments that are more 
industry-relevant. 

Teh said there should be less focus on 
examinations that tend to stress rote 
learning. Instead, the education system 
should emphasise raising the learning 
outcomes and competency skills. 

He added that universities should also 
emphasise developing soft skills such as 
critical thinking, communication, problem-
solving and teamwork. 

“By having these skills, students would be 
highly valued by employers,” he said. 

Puvithra Selvaraj, a 22-year-old 
Malaysian student who is studying fashion 
technology at the University of Manchester 
in the UK, said overseas education sectors 
emphasise practical and vocational training. 

“Many overseas universities integrate 
extensive hands-on experience and 
internships into their academic 
programmes. This ensures students gain 
practical skills and industry exposure.” 

Puvithra said overseas universities are 
also flexible in their programme offerings 
and allow students to tailor their courses to 
their specific interests and career goals. 

“This is one major area that the education 
sector in Malaysia is lacking. Malaysia is 
behind the times in its education system  
and programmes. This causes students to 
ultimately suffer. 

“This is also why many of us who studied 
abroad prefer to live in our host countries 
rather than return home. There is greater 
meritocracy and we have better promotion 
prospects and career advancement 
compared with working in Malaysia,”  
she said.

‘System should focus 
on competency skills’
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being sold at the 
Bentong Fruit 
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the department, at the time known as 
the Statistics Bureau, released data 
for the first time with a focus on the 
agricultural sector, petroleum 
production and several other key 
sectors. 

He said in the 1970s, Malaysia 
began to use the input-output 
method to calculate GDP, which 
allowed for a more detailed analysis 
of the economic structure, Bernama 
reported. 

“In the 1980s, the country began to 
use a real-time series system for data 
collection to ensure GDP was 
released more quickly and 
accurately. In 1993, to help improve 
the accuracy of economic data and 
understanding of the country’s 
economic structure, Malaysia began 
compiling GDP based on the System 
of National Accounts (SNA) 1968. 

“Until now, Malaysia has been 
using the concepts and methods 

outlined in the latest SNA, which is 
SNA 2008,” Mohd Uzir said. 

He added that in the early 1990s, 
Malaysia had taken the first step to 
compile GDP data every quarter with 
the help of an expert consultant from 
New Zealand, Rodney Wellington. 

Mohd Uzir explained that 
although GDP is a well-known and 
significant economic indicator, it 
cannot predict the social situation of 
people in a country and the readiness 
of a country to face threats. 

Therefore, there was a clear 
demand from policymakers, 
governments, academics and the 
public to move statistical 
measurement frameworks beyond 
GDP, as defined during the High-level 
Forum on Official Statistics organised 
by the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs Statistics, the United 
Nations earlier this year.  

He stressed that data across  
the borders of GDP requires a 
combination of economic, 
environmental and social indicators 
that go beyond the measurement of 
market activity and take into account 
matters involving people’s well-being 
and environmental sustainability. 

Mohd Uzir said it is important for 
today’s statistical community to look 
beyond GDP to create more 
comprehensive statistics.

Wisdom of late incumbent drives Pelangai candidate


