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Can tolerance itself 
nurture a happy country? 
Does it need a mediator, 

such as freedom? 

Research questions 



Why freedom? 

i. freedom go two together naturally and 

simultaneously for a sound economic and 

social development (Berggren & Nilsson 

2013, Rothstein 2000) 

ii. a vast of literature exposes a strong chain 

between freedom and happiness (Welsch 

2003, Jackson 2016, Brulé & Veenhoven 

2014). 



Objectives of study 

i. To reveal the knot between tolerance 

 and happiness 

ii.    To examine the mediating role of 

 freedom in bridging tolerance and 

 happiness 

iii.    To discover the direct impact of   

 freedom on happiness 



Age Sex  Total  

 Male Female Observation Percentage 

Up to 29 190 170 360 27.7 

30-49 294 319 613 47.2 

50 and more 184 143 327 25.2 

Total 668 632 1300 100 

 

Data: World Value Survey wave 6 

Malaysia: Survey period 2010-2011 



 

  
Methodology 

Categorical Principle 

Components Analysis 

(CatPCA) 

Cross-sectional 

Ordered logit/probit 

models 

Marginal Effects 

Cross-sectional 

Ordered logit/probit 

models 

To construct 2 components to proxy tolerance 

and freedom 

To test the hypothesis that (i) the impact of 

tolerance on perceived happiness (ii) freedom can 

be a mediator for the linkage between tolerance and 

perceived happiness, and (iii) the direct role of 

freedom on happiness 

 

To detect which factors bring greater impact on 

Malaysians happiness 
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Results 









i. Tolerance itself may not be able to stimulate 

gladness.  

 

ii. Freedom has both indirect and direct impacts 

on happiness. It can be the mediator to bridge 

tolerance and happiness.  

 

iii.More precisely, political freedom and freedom 

at work help to enhance the level of wellbeing. 

 

iv.Health is the main concern of Malaysians in 

the pursuit of life contentment.  

Conclusion 



Policy implementation 

i. It rings the bell of the importance of 

safeguarding political freedom in creating a 

tolerant society for the sake of happiness of 

Malaysians.  

 

ii. The Government may need to improve and 

upgrade the health care policy always.  

 

iii.Employers could play a role in tackling their 

employee’s happiness by granting them a 

freer working environment.  




